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November 2013 Buiietin - Patricia Keller, Editor
The LWV is a nonpartisan organization that encourages the informed and active participation of citizens in government and influences public policy 
through education and advocacy. Membership in the League is open to women and men of voting age. Annual dues, not tax deductible, are $45^  
individual, $60 for two in one household and $24 for students. To Join, send your check to: Ann Spear, Treasurer, 706 Ridgewood Road, Huntington, 
WV 25701. check'is to be made out to the League of Women Voters-ofthe HuntingtonArea.- . . - .
LEAGUE MEETING -  CHILDREN AND POVERTY
Hh
The Oct. 28 League meeting is scheduled to be held at 7 pm 
at the Beverly Hills Presbyterian Church. The subject of the 
meeting is "Children and Poverty in WV". The meeting will be 
cosponsored by the Delta Sigma Theta sorority.
Sen. Bob Plymale will be the speaker at the meeting. He 
serves on the WV Senate's Select Committee that is studying 
Children and Poverty in WV, as well as chairing the Senate 
Education Committee. Recently Sen. Plymale was honored by 
being awarded the 2013 West Virginia Champion of Universal 
Pre-K Award. Now state law requires universal preschool to 
be available to all of the state's 4-year-olds. Nearly 16,000 
children attended pre-K programs across the state last year.
According to Sen. John Unger the aim of the Committee on 
Children and Poverty is to "focus our efforts to meet our 
children's basic needs and expand their opportunities to
reach their full potential,....With thirty percent of West
Virginia children under age six living in poverty, the time for 
action is long overdue.... By investing in children, you invest 
into the whole community and lift the whole community up 
I want us to come up with new ideas and new ways of 
approaching it."
According to  Kid's Count WV children are below the 
national average on reading levels. More than seven in 10 WV 
children can't read proficiently by the end of third grade. 
Children who cannot read at grade level have one or more 
risk factors for poverty later on. Cabell Co. has 45 % of its 
students reading at grade level, ranking 20th in the state. 
Educational achievements have a direct impact on the 
poverty level of adults.
On Sept. 25, testimony before the Committee on Children 
and Poverty included the following:
About one in five West Virginians, and one in four West 
Virginia kids, lives below the federal poverty line -  $23,550 
for a family of four -  according to census data. Nearly 60 
percent of West Virginia households earned less than double 
the poverty threshold in 2012, a level generally considered 
low-income.
....— " f *
Some of the areas of study will include education, school 
nutrition, health insurance, and mental health services. Other 
proposals to the Committee include tackling economic policy 
(affordable housing, a state eamed-income tax credit), 
criminal justice (more substance-abuse treatment, reforming 
juvenile justice), and health policies (more recess and physical 
education in schools, restricting soda from SNAP benefits). It 
is envisioned that the list eventually will include five concrete 
policy goals for the 2014 legislative session.
ELEaiONS PROCEDURES 
Voter Registration
September 17 marks the 226th anniversary of the signing of 
the U.S. Constitution. With such important issues facing our 
community, there has never been a more important time for 
all of us to stand up for what matters most to us. Celebrate 
our Constitution by encouraging others to register to vote. If 
you would like to watch a New Webinar Recording: Voter 
Registration Tips and Training, contact Helen Gibbins. Also for 
information on WV's voter registration, check out 
http://www.fairelectionsnetwork.com/resources/west- 
virginia. Registration cards will be available at League 
meetings.
Improve Elections Procedures
During recent testimony at a Presidential Election 
Commission public hearing on improving voting in America, a 
representative of the Brennan Center for Justice testified, 
recommending the following reforms:
Improve polling place resource management. To prevent 
hours-long waits and ensure each site is well-equipped to 
serve voters, voting sites should have a minimum standard 
for the number of machines and workers needed. Simplify 
ballots and voting machines. Complicated ballots and broken 
machines have caused serious problems at the polls. Voters 
should have access to simple ballots with clear instruction 
Expand early voting.
Status of Women and Girls In WV (From WV Women's 
Commission's newsletter)
The Institute for Women's Policy Research recently 
issued its latest research report, "The Status of Women 
and Girls in West Virginia". The report provides data to ' 
assess the progress of women and girls in West Virginia 
and identify places where additional improvements are
still needed. Focus areas were social, economic, a n d ____ _
health status. The report examines the status of women 
and girls in five regions of the state (Northern 
Panhandle, North Central, Eastern Panhandle, South 
Central, and Southern) as well as in the nation as a 
whole.
Key findings showed that women in West Virginia 
have made made significant gains in education and 
entrepreneurship. In feet, the number of women owned 
business in West Virginia increased by nearly 3,500 
between 1998 and 2007. In 2010,50% of women in i I 11 
West Viiginia.wecein.the labor force compared with 
59% of men. Additionally, the proportion of women 
who hold a bachelor's degree or higher increased from 
11 percent in 1990 to 18 percent in 2010.
However, women in the state still face 
disproportionate levels of poverty and a gaping gender 
wage gap. The gender wage gap in West Virginia is 31 
percent, compared with 21 percent for the nation as a 
whole. On average, women in West Virginia who work 
full time, year round earn $29,000 compared with 
$42,000 for men. Also, the findings showed that women 
with some college education or an associate's degree 
have medium annual earnings that are $10,500 less 
than those of men with only a high school diploma or 
equivalent. For a copy of the research report, you may 
access the IWPR website.
REGULATIONS ON CARBON POLLUTION
On Sept. 20, the Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA) announced the updated regulations on carbon 
pollution for new power plants. These new^tandards 
are an important step in the fight against climate
change, the greatest environmental challenge of our 
lifetime.
Power plants are the largest emitter of life- 
threatening carbon pollution in our country and the 
leading cause of climate change. Carbon pollution has 
deadly effects on the health of our children, seniors and 
our environment. Climate change comes at a high cost 
to all of us, contributing to more frequent storms and 
deadly weather that results in billions of dollars of 
recovery costs for local communities every year. 
Reducing the amount of carbon pollution from power 
plants is a life-saving measure that will protect our 
children, our nation, and the world from the 
devastating effects of climate change.
MEMBERSHIP IN THE LEAGUE
Dues for the 2013-14 fifcat year may be paid to our 
I ■ ittse^ije^ y^npISpeef;,^ W,/the Leagge of/ /
Women Voters of the Huntington Area,' 706\Rldgewo6cr 
Rd., Huntington, WV 25701.
The Huntington League continues to welcome new 
members at half-price membership dues -  one 
member, $23; two members in a household, $30; full 
time student, $13.
Invite your friends to a meeting or sign them up ta.^^ 
receive our bulletin by email.
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Altjĵ r; lâ v®F the Wtf House pf
m WV's^aVoB Fr&ekih#torl5agttf«
g£».
CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED 
6128 Gideon Road 
Huntington, WV 25705
NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATION
US POSTAGE PAID 
HUNTINGTON, W V  
PERMIT 39
oe
